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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



Courtesy The Jeffersonian, June 30, 1938: 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School 



Courtesy The Jeffersonian, June 30, 1938: 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School 



Courtesy The Jeffersonian, June 30, 1938: 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School 



Courtesy The Jeffersonian, May 11, 1939: 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School 



Courtesy Kentuckiana Digital Library  http://kdl.kyvl.org/  Greathouse School 
 
Image Caption: Greathouse School. 
Date: 1923 
Collection Guide: Herald-Post photographs collection, ca. 
1920-1936 
Creator: Herald-Post 
Digital ID: klgsc:klgsculrsc021:94.18.0376 
 

Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, 
Archives: 
 

History Of St. Matthews, compiled by R. O. 
(Bob) Dorsey, November 1968    

(Greathouse Section) 
 

Greathouse School, according to a master’s thesis by Mrs. Ruth H. Osborne, principal of Stivers 
School, has served the St. Matthews area for over 75 years.  It has expanded from one room to 27, 
and each of the six locations of the school has been as nearly as possible at the population center of 
the district at that time. 
 

It was first located in 1877 at Browns Lane opposite the family of Philip Brown.  Miss Emma Russell 
was the first teacher, and Mr. Lewis Lentz the first trustee in the district.  Enrollment was seven.  Tui-
tion was $4.94 per month,  It moved near the Holzheimer home off Breckinridge Lane, and then to 
the site of the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company.   
 

At this location, Miss Tommie Greathouse was appointed teacher fro the five-month tem at a salary 
of $210.38.  It remained a one room school until 1903, with Miss Tommie the only teacher for 19 
years.  She remained as principal 15 more years. 
 

The school was moved in 1888 to the triangle formed by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue.  The 
1893 enrollment was 32.  Miss Greathouse’s salary was boosted to $85.88 per month in 1902.  An-
other room was added the following year.  In 1912 a third teacher was added. 
 

The older boys made the fires in the morning and the girls swept and dusted.  They boys carried the 
drinking water in a cedar bucket from a pump located where the First National Bank of St. Matthews 
now stands. 
 

A new building was erected on Shelbyville Road opposite Browns Lane in 1915 for $7,252.00.  It 
was named Greathouse School in honor of Miss Tommie.  She retired in 1918, after 34 years. 
 

Miss Mayme Waggener was principal from 1918 to 
1946. 
 

Eline Realty Company bought the old building on 
Shelbyville Road for $76,355.00 and converted it 
into eight apartments. 
 

The school move to its present site in 1939.  The 
building and grounds cost $88,000.00  A lunchroom 
was added in 1950 to serve 280 persons.   
 

The school, designed to hold 650 pupils, had an en-
rollment of 740 in 1952.  Overcrowding was caused 
by the tremendous increase in St. Matthews popula-
tion. 
 
Courtesy The Jeffersonian, February 28, 1935, 20 
Years Ago:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School 

http://kdl.kyvl.org/cgi/f/findaid/findaid-idx?xc=1;c=klgaread;idno=klgsc279
http://kdl.kyvl.org/cgi/f/findaid/findaid-idx?xc=1;c=klgaread;idno=klgsc279


Courtesy December 7, 1939, The Jeffersonian:     Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1939 



Courtesy of Steve Durbin, (62):     Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1939 

Unknown Date, Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives 



Courtesy of Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School     

Courtesy Mickey 
Lunsford (63),  
unknown date. 



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1945    



Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61):                                            Greathouse 
 

 
See next page for closer look.  Alumni, help identify the students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1949 



Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61):                                     Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1949 



Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62):                                                    Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1950/1951 



         Greathouse 
Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—- 
Photos courtesy of Jim Herron (60), Ms. Shaw’s third grade class at Greathouse elementary 
about 1950, School Daze play in April, 1951 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1951 



Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62):                                            Greathouse 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1951/1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

January 10, 1952 

February 14, 1952 

February 14, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

March 27, 1952 

May 1, 1952 

May 22, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

August 14, 1952 

August 21, 1952 

September 11, 1952 



September 11, 1952 

September 25, 1952 

October 2, 1952 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

October 9, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

 

October 9, 1952 

 

October 16, 1952 

October 16, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

November 13, 1952 

October 16, 1952 

November 27, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                                      Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1952 

December 25, 1952 

December 11, 1952 

December 11, 1952 



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 

Greathouse Elementary School     



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 

Greathouse Elementary School     



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 

Greathouse Elementary School     



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ovie Allen, teacher, 1946—1960 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruby Sauer, lunchroom, 1952—1964 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Minrath, lunchroom, 1955—1971 



Courtesy The Courier-Journal, January 3, 1932 & Kentucky School Journal:  Greathouse 
 

Tribute 
To Mrs. Mayme S. Waggener 

 

Ruth H. Osborne, Principal Orville J. Stivers 
School, Jefferson County 

 
With the passing of Mrs. Mayme S. Wag-
gener, one of the foremost educators and pub-
lic-minded women of her times, the communi-
ty of St. Matthews, Jefferson County, and the 
state of Kentucky have suffered a great loss. 
 

Mrs. Waggener possessed many qualities 
which fitted her for leadership. She had 
abounding health, a sympathetic under-
standing, an enthusiastic outlook on life, an 
intense interest in her fellow man, and was 
fearless in pioneering for any cause that she 
felt made for the betterment of others. 
 

Long before other civic-minded people were 
aware of the needs of teenagers, Mrs. Wag-
gener was sponsoring their cause by organizing 
group gatherings at the school building. Many 
people frowned upon the usage of the school 
building for this purpose, but the wisdom of 
these activities has been proven by the success 
of teen-age clubs and church organizations that 
we have today. 
 

Early in her teaching career Mrs. Waggener 
felt the need of closer unity between teacher 
and parent and encouraged parent participation 
in school life. She also reached out into the 
community, seeking the advice and help of the 
business people. School equipment, such as the 
first school victrola, radio, etc., was obtained 
through cooperation of St. Matthews mer-
chants. This interest and cooperation on the 
part of parents and community leaders have 
helped advance the educational opportunities 
of St. Matthews which in turn has played its 
part in the unusual growth of the community. 
Modern educators agree that the better school 
of today is the one in which teachers and par-
ents work in close harmony with one another. 
 

Mrs. Waggener began her teaching at 
Greathouse in 1916, became principal in 1918 
and retired in 1946, making a total of thirty 
years of service to this district. She was born 

Mayme Sweet in Lexington, Ken-tucky, February 8, 1876. Her family moved to the west end of Louis-
ville when she was very small. She was educated in the Port-land Elementary School, the Louisville 
Female High School, and the Louisville Normal School, ‘graduating from the latter in 1898. She taught 
two years in the Louisville public schools before she married John Morrison Waggener of St. Matthews 
on July 5, 1900. She had two children, Robert C. Waggener, now of Nashville, and Lucile Waggener, 
now Mrs. C. C. Mayhall of  
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 



Courtesy The Courier-Journal, January 3, 1932 & Kentucky School Journal:       Greathouse 
 

Tribute To Mrs. Mayme S. Waggener 
 

Morehead, Kentucky. She has four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Mrs. Waggener’s hus-
band died on July 22, 1942. 
 

After her retirement, Mrs. Waggener continued to live an interesting life, going to concerts and attend-
ing meetings of the Filson Club and other organizations to which she belonged. She enjoyed shopping 
and having luncheons, and dinners with her many friends. She was a charter member of the Crescent 
Hill Woman’s Club, a member of the Filson Club for thirty years, honorary member of the St. Mat-
thews Woman’s Club, and a member of the Cres-cent Hill Baptist Church, as well as of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, a sorority of outstanding women in education. 
 

It would be hard to enumerate all the worthy projects she promoted in school during her principalship. 
Among these were: the starting of the first lunchroom, the schoolboy patrol, and the drum and bugle 
corps; milk-drinking contests; the Damrosch music listening programs in the 1930’s; attendance at the 
Louisville Orchestra concerts in later years; the biennial trips to Frankfort, Kentucky, for the seventh 
and eighth grades; the school carnivals; and numerous other activities. Upon her retirement the school 
paper published a poem including the lines: 
 

She taught readin’, writin’, and ‘rithmetic, 
Without the aid of a hickory stick. 

 

We who were fortunate to come under her influence feel we are better for having had this association. 
Students through the years’ have tried to define the something about Greathouse School that has en-
deared it to everyone. The writer feels that that indefinable something is the personality of Mrs. Wag-
gener, and though she is gone from us now, her spirit will remain down through the ages. 
 
Courtesy of Sidney Eline Jr., Eline Realty Company: 
 
This would be mid 1950s as my uncle purchased the building and ground after WWII and made it into 
apartments then tore the building down to build the center where Liberty bank, Thornbury Toys, and 
Glidden Paints was located. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

January 8, 1953 

January 22, 1953 

February 12, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

 

February 26, 1953 

March 19, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

April 2, 1953 

April 9, 1953 

February 26, 1953 

April 23, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

April 23, 1953 

 

May 7, 1953 

April 23, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

June 4, 1953 

August 27, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

 
September 3, 1953 

September 10, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

September 17, 1953 

September 17, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

October 22, 1953 

October 1, 1953 

October 8, 1953 

 September 24, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

 

 

October 22, 1953 

October 29, 1953 



Courtesy Al Ring St. Matthews Fire Department collection:    Greathouse 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 

 

 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

October 29, 1953 

November 5, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

November 12, 1953 

November 26, 1953 

November 19, 1953 

 November 19, 1953 



December 17, 1953 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          Greathouse 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

November 26, 

December 17, 1953 



Courtesy of Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:                          Greathouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1953 

This mural, done by Greathouse School pupils, won the Kentucky Model Shop’s 
third annual window-decorating contest.  On the left are Hugh Gaunt, William Jen-
ny and Frederie Beck, contest judges, and Hunter Look, proprietor of the Kentucky 
Model Shop, carrying the first place trophy.  On the right are the Greathouse sixth 
graders who painted the mural:  Larry Myers, Ann Fillmore, Carol Curry, and 
Glen Wagner.  



Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni                      Greathouse 
(61)  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1950’s 

First Row; 
Carolyn Roe, Louie Degener, Tom Ryan, Buddy Orr, ???? 
 

Second Row: 
Carol Wofford, Jim Toy, ???? 
 

Third Row, 
  
 

Top Row, 
 Bill Bowden? 

First Row; 
Dottie Oyler, Mary Ann Huff, Martha Kouns 
 

Second Row: 
Pat Gorbandt, Sandy Bridges, Carol Moore, Phyllis Fust 
 

Third Row, 
 Carol Waford 
 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

January 7, 1954    

January 14, 1954    

January 28, 1954    

January 28, 1954    

January 21, 1954    
February 4, 1954    



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

April 1, 1954    

March 4, 1954    

February 4, 1954    

April 29, 1954    

 

April 1, 1954    

Greathouse, Stivers Dad’s Night 
Tuesday 

 

Both Stivers and Greathouse School P.T.A.’s 
will have Dad’s Night meetings on Tuesday, 
March 9. 
 

Girl Scout Troop 133 will do a program for 
the Greathouse meeting.  At Stivers, spelling 
bee finals will be held and Mrs. Ruth Os-
borne, principal, will give a report on the 
school.  Booth meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 

March 4, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

April 22, 1954 

May 20, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

 
May 27, 1954 

 
Both 

See next page. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

May 27, 1954 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, August 26, 1954:  
 

St. Matthews Schools Will Be Full But Not Crowded, Says Official 
Greathouse Load Heavy; Trouble Is Predicted After Next Year 

 
County schools serving St. Matthews “will be full, but not crowded I believe,” according to John L. Ramsey, director of 
instruction for Jefferson County Schools. 
 
Greathouse, Stivers and Eastern High will get some relief from the two new schools here, Waggener Junior High on Hub-
bards Lane, which will open on time, and Chenoweth Elementary on Brownsboro Road , which won’t. 
 
(Beechwood Village children transferring from Lyndon to Stivers School will not get school bus service, he said, in line 
with the County’s policy of not providing this service to children living within a mile of the school.  Most of the children 
live within a mile of Stivers, he said, and there are sidewalks on Westport Road and part of Hubbards Lane.) 
 
Taken altogether, the picture outlined is not a bright one, however.  He predicted the County school system would be in 
trouble after next year, unless more money is forthcoming. 
 
He said the County, which has grown in population far more than expected, will have as many students next year as was 
anticipated by 1960.  St. Matthews needs more relief, he said, and another school will probably be built for this area next 
year. 
 
He said the special 20-year 50-cent tax approved by the voters in 1952 allowed the County to open one new school last 
year, 10 this year, and perhaps nine next year.  This will use up all the money, he said.  Further expansion can come only 
from raising the $1.50 general purpose school tax, he said.  This would require a vote of the people. 
 
Chenoweth School will be delayed from 10 days to two weeks in opening, he said.  Parents will be notified by newspaper 
and radio when to bring pupils for registration, he said.  He added that school officials had given up the idea of sending 
pupils to Clifton Heights until Chenoweth was ready. 
 
Mr. Ramsey also said:  Other elementary schools will register September 7 in the morning.  This will be a half day of 
school.  September 8 will be the first full day. 
 
Registration at Waggener will be held September 7 at 8:30 a.m. for the ninth grade only.  Seventh and eighth graders will 
register September 8.  The first full day of school will be September 9. 
 
Formal dedication of Waggener and open house will be held October 26.  Richard VanHoose, superintendent of County 
schools, announced this week. 
 
Eastern students will register September 7, 8, and 9.  The first day of school will be September 10. 
 
Greathouse will be worse off than the other schools.  It will have about 900 students, as compared with 946 last year.  It 
was designed for 740.  In all probability, the auditorium, library, and visual aid rooms will have to used for classrooms 
again. 
 
Stivers, built for 480, had an enrolment of 675 last year.  This is expected to drop to 650 this year.  Four extra rooms were 
built onto the school this year, so crowding will be at a minimum. 
 
Eastern High, built for 1,500, had 1,642 last year.  This year, it will have about $1,600.  Chenoweth was designed for 512.  
Enrollment is uncertain.  Waggener, designed for 850, will have about 780 this year. 
 
Stivers and Greathouse will not have seventh and eight grades this year.  These children have been shifted to Waggener 
and will register there. 
 
Also going to Waggener are seventh and eighth graders from Clifton Heights:  that part of Ballard west of Blankenbaker 
Lane, and Lyndon seventh and eight graders west of Ormsby Lane including both sides, with an imaginary line running to 
Hurstbourne. 
 
Chenoweth School will handle students from Clifton Heights, and from parts of the Stivers and Ballard districts.  About 
200 students from Stivers have been transferred to Chenoweth.  This includes roughly all those living west of St. Mat-
thews Avenue. 
 
Those from Beechwood Village subdivision have been transferred out of Lyndon to Stivers School.   
 
All junior high students from St. Matthews who have been attending Eastern High will go to Waggener, which will have 
seventh, eight and ninth grades to begin with.  (Plans call for conversion in a few years of Waggener to a high school, one 
grade at a time.) 
 

The eight grade at Jeffersontown School will transfer to Eastern.  Anchorage School is continuing through the ninth 
grade. Seventh and eighth graders from Lyndon school living east of Hurstbourne Lane will go to Eastern. 
 
Waggener was named after Mayme S. Waggener, teacher and principal at Greathouse for 30 years.  Chenoweth was 
named after Dr. John Henry Chenoweth, who served St. Matthews 60 years.  He died in 1905. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 

July 1, 1954 

 September 16, 1954 

September 30, 1954 

October 14, 1954 



November 4, 1954 

November 11, 1954    

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1955 

 
March 3, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1955 

March 31, 1955 

 

April 21, 1955 

April 21, 1955 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Greathouse Elementary School    1955 

September 1, 1955 

April 28, 1955 

 

September 1,, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1955 

October 13, 1955 

 
November 10, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1955 

 

December 1, 1955 

December 22, 1955 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956 

 

February 16, 1956 

 

February 16, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956 

March 15, 1956 

March 22, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956 

March 22, 1956 

 
May 3, 1956 

 
September 6, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956 

September 13, 1956 

May 10, 1956 

September 20, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

Greathouse School Is Nearly 80 Years Old 
 

Greathouse School, the oldest public grade school in St. Matthews, was not always the bustling, up-to-date education plant 
with 543 pupils that it is today. 
 

It was started almost 80 years ago, and it had only one room. 
 

It was first located in 1877 on Browns Lane opposite the home of 
Phillip Brown, Miss Emma Russell was the first teacher.  Enroll-
ment was seven pupils and tuition was $4.94 a month. 
 

At this location, Miss Tommie Greathouse was appointed teacher 
for the five-month term at salary of $210.38.  It remained a one-
room school until 1903 with Miss Tommie the only teacher for 
19 years.  She remained principal for 15 year more. 
 

The school was moved in 1888 to the triangle formed by Lexing-
ton Road and Frankfort Avenue.  The 1893 enrollment was 32.  
Miss Greathouse’s salary was raised to a cool $85.00 per month 
in 1902.  Another room was added in 1903 and in 1912 a third 
teacher was added. 
 

The older boys made the fires in the morning and the girls swept 
and dusted.  The boys carried the drinking waster in a cedar 
bucket from a pump located where the First National Bank of St. 
Matthews now stands. 
 

A new building was erected on Shelbyville Road opposite 
Brown’s Lane in 1913 for $7,232.  It was named Greathouse 
School in honor of Miss Tommie.  She retired in 1918, after 34 
years at the school. 
 

Miss Mayme Waggener, after whom Waggener Junior High is 
named, was principal from 1918 to 1946.  Eline Realty company 
bought the Shelbyville Road building for $7,355 and converted it 
into eight apartments.  The apartment house still stands. 
 

The school moved to its present site on Grandview avenue in 
1939.  The building and grounds cost $88,000.  A lunchroom was 
added to serve 280 persons. 
 
The school, designed to hold 650 pupils, had an enrollment of 
740 in 1952.  Over-crowding was caused by the tremendous in-
crease in St. Matthews population. 
 

Since then, three elementary schools—Stivers, Chenoweth, and 
St. Matthews Elementary—have been added to relieve the strain. 
 
Kenneth Farmer succeeded Miss Waggener as principal and he 
stayed at Greathouse until last year, when he was succeeded by 
Howard Shaver, the present principal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956 

September 27, 1956 



December 27, 1956 

January 10, 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1956/1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1957 

March 28, 1957 

March 14, 1957 

January 31, 1957 

April 11, 1957 

April 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1957 

October 31, 1957 

May 9, 1957 
May 30, 1957 

May 8, 1958 

August 15, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1957 

May 9, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1957/1958 

December 12, 1957 

December 26, 1957 

February 13, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1958 

March 27, 1958 

March 6, 1958 

May 29, 1958 

 

June 12, 1958 



November 13, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Greathouse Elementary School    1958 

September 4, 1958 

August 28, 1958 

September 4, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                             Greathouse 
 

Greathouse pupils sign for extra classes 
 

More than 90 Greathouse pupils signed up Friday for after-school classes in art, French, square dancing, and tap and ballet. 
 

These special activity classes which are provided by the Jefferson County Playground and Recreation Board, will begin at 
Greathouse the week of October 6.  The classes last 10 weeks. 
 

The classes will begin at 2:40 p.m. and end at 3:40. 
 

The Greathouse program is under the direction of Mrs. Janis Springer, chairman of the Greathouse P.T.A. recreation com-
mittee.  Qualified instructors are begin provided by the recreation Board. 
 

The art classes will be held on Tuesday and Friday.  The fee is $3.50 for the entire 10-week series.  Committee chairman is 
Mrs. George Duthie. 
 

The French classes will be on Monday.  The fee is $3.  Mrs. W. 
C. Major is chairman. 
 

The tap and ballet classes will meet on Thursday.  The fee is $3.  
Mrs. Clifford Reitz is chairman. 
 

The square dancing classes will be on Friday.  The fee is $2.  
Mrs. J. R. French is chairman. 
 

Mrs. Springer said she expects late registering students will 
bring the number to 100.  She said these students could register 
by bringing their money in the class of their choice on opening 
day. 
 

Oakley Brown, assistant superintendent of county Recreation, 
said he has met or will meet with representatives form Stivers, 
Chenoweth, Wilder and Shryock Schools to see what type of 
program they want. 
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February 19, 1959 

August 28, 1958 
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May 21, 1959 

 April 16, 1959 
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June 18, 1959 



October 1, 1959 
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November 19, 1959 

November 5, 1959 
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January 28, 1960 

February 18, 1960 

February 25, 1960 

March 31, 1960 



April 21, 1960 
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April 21, 1960 
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May 12, 1960 

October 6, 1960 

November 2, 1960 

September 8, 1960 
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March 2, 1961 

May 25, 1961 

June 8, 1961 

January 11, 1962 

February 8, 1962 both 
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February 15, 1962 

June 14, 1962 

May 3, 1962  

 
April 12, 1962 
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June 28, 1962 

May 16, 1961 

May 9, 1963 April 25, 1963 

January 17, 1963 
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May 23, 1963 

October 3, 1963 

May 14, 1964 

May 23, 1963 

 

August 8, 1961 

May 28, 1964 
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Greathouse Elementary School    1963/1964 

November 5, 1963 

October 22, 1963 

November 12, 1964 July 9, 1963 

Setpember 10, 1964 

April 30, 1963 
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Greathouse Elementary School    1965 

October 14, 1965 

October 21, 1965 

April 22, 1965, Photo unavailable 

September 16, 1961 
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November 25, 1965 
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March 31, 1966 

March 31, 1966 

 February 17, 1966 

October 16, 1969 
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June 15, 1967 

June 1, 1967 

August 17, 1967 

November 16, 1967 



Courtesy The Courier-Journal:     Greathouse 
 

Apparently caused by lightning:  by Tinsley Stewart The Courier-Journal: 
 

Greathouse School in St. Matthews is extensively damaged by fire 
 

Greathouse Elementary School, a St. Matthews landmark for more than 30 years, was extensively damaged by fire early 
yesterday evening. 
 
County School Supt. Richard VanHoose, who was at the scene, said he hopes the area’s churches “will look at their facili-
ties and invite us in for the coming school year.” More than 500 children attended the school at 3930 Grandview Ave. 
 
Half of the upper floor of the two-story brick building was completely gutted by the fire, which broke out between 5:15 
and 5:30 p.m. The other half of the upper floor was badly damaged by flames and the first floor was damaged by flames, 
smoke and water. 
 
Two witnesses, Herman Heck and Mrs. N. F. Becker, said they saw lightning strike the building’s chimney. Mrs. Becker 
said she saw flames around the chimney immediately after the thunderbolt and called the St. Matthews Fire Department, 
got no answer, and then called county police. Firemen arrived within five minutes, she said. 
 
Heck said he did not see any flames immediately but saw “something scatter like bricks...after a violent crash of thunder.”  
St. Matthews Fire Chief John Monohan verified that lightning caused the fire, and that it began at the chimney. 
 
“Half of that chimney was gone when we got there,” he said. The fire blazed out of control for more than an hour. 
 
At 6:30 p.m. it appeared that firemen had contained the fire to the western half of the upper floor, but as the flames tum-
bled and roared, the fire quickly spread to the middle of the old structure and then to the eastern half. 
 
The heat was so intense at that time that persons 100 yards from the building began moving away. 
 
A fireman at the scene, who declined to give his name, said the blaze went out of control for a number of reasons. The 
school, he said, had a light tar and pebble roof that was too weak to support firemen, making it impossible to get close to 
the flames to extinguish them. The tar burned quickly but was difficult to extinguish. 
 
He said much of the schools furniture had been placed in hallways, making it difficult to reach the center of the blaze after 
the firemen went inside. 
 
“They have to crawl anyway,” he said, to avoid inhaling too much smoke…..and with those desks and things in the way, it 
was nearly impossible to get in there.” 
By 7 p.m., flames in the eastern half of the building were under control, but the fire was still out of control at the western 
half. The heat there caused the outside wall to crack in one place. 
 
Six fire trucks from two volunteer fire departments....St Matthews and McMahan—battled the blaze. Some Lyndon volun-
teers, but no trucks, helped. 
 
Some neighborhood residents criticized the St. Matthews firemen and Chief Monohan for not getting their equipment 
pieced together quickly and for not calling in Louisville firemen.  Monohan’s only comment was, “I think we did a damn 
good job.” 
 
Four firemen were slightly injured— three of them were overcome by smoke and a fourth suffered a cut foot when he 
stepped on broken glass. Lt. Al Ring, of 25 Westport Terrace, was treated for smoke inhalation and released from Ken-
tucky Baptist Hospital. John Noon, of 101 Colonial Drive, was treated and released from General Hospital with a cut foot.  
Two other firemen who were overcome by smoke did not require hospital treatment. All four were St. Matthews firemen. 
 
Most of the school’s records were saved, said Supt. VanHoose.  A truck was loaned to the school to haul away file cabi-
nets and some office machinery. 
 
The building was completed in December, 1939, at a cost of just over $75,000, but VanHoose said it would cost at least 
$1.25 million to replace the building. He was unable to estimate the damage to the building or whether any part of it could 
be saved. 
 
A few adults, who had attended Greathouse as children, cried as they saw the school go up in flames. 
 
One young mother, a Greathouse alumni whose daughter was a student there last year, was upset because of the “loss of a 
high quality school.” She said classes at Greathouse were small (25 to 29 pupils each) and the teachers were “first class.” 
 
By 8 p.m., the school was a smoldering mess but the fire was out for the most part. Neighborhood children helped firemen 
roll up hoses, and neighborhood women with pitchers of water offered drinks to the exhausted firemen. 
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July 11, 1971:  The Courier-Journal:       Fire-damaged school may be repaired, in use by fall  
 

There’s a “better than even chance” that Greathouse Elementary School, damaged by fire Friday night, can be used again 
this fall, Jefferson County School Supt. Richard VanHoose said yesterday. 
 
“It looks a lot better now than it did with all that smoke pouring out of it last night,” VanHoose said after he returned from 
inspecting the school at 3930 Grandview Ave. in St. Matthews. 
 
“I’m pleased with the way the building took all that punishment. It’s a good solid structure,” he said. 
 
The fire apparently started when the school’s chimney was hit by a lightning bolt, but neither VanHoose nor Donald 
Schnell, the Jefferson County Board of Education’s architect, could say for certain yesterday whether a lightning rod was 
attached to the chimney. 
 
“I’m really not sure,” VanHoose said. “No one seems to know,” Schnell said. “I just kind of assumed there wasn’t one.” 
 
There is no state regulation requiring that school buildings be equipped with lightning rods, said Maj. Merle Brown, Lou-
isville fire marshal, last night. “But they’re sure recommended,” he said. 
 
Schnell noted that all county schools built in the past 20 years have lightning rods. “And there’s no question that if there 
wasn’t one at Greathouse there ought to be,” he said. 
 
VanHoose said that providing lightning rods to protect every county school was “a good point, one that certainly ought to 
be considered.” 
 
The fire gutted four classrooms and damaged the roof badly in several places. Other parts of the building suffered smoke 
and water damage. 
 
And although VanHoose admitted he might be talking more out of hope than knowledge.” he said. “We could get the roof 
back on by September and perhaps use the gym for temporary classrooms while the other repair work is continuing. That 
way we might not need much out-side help from the churches to run a pretty normal situation.” 
 
VanHoose had said after the fire Friday night that he might have to call on area churches to house the school’s 500 stu-
dents this fall. 
 
Architect Schnell was also optimistic about the school’s future. “I don’t think there’s any question that it can be repaired,” 
he said. “It’s in much better shape than we thought.” 
 
Though the final go ahead for the repair of the 32-year-old brick building must wait until insurance adjusters are consult-
ed. Work could begin as early as tomorrow, VanHoose said. 
 
“We could get a contractor in there to clean the place up while we’re working on plans and blueprints,’ he said. 
Yesterday, Board of Education maintenance crews were at Greathouse “trying to get the water off the floors. Those fire-
men sure spread a lot of hose and a lot of water,” VanHoose said. 
 
VanHoose, who was at the scene during the fire, refused to join the criticism some bystanders had for the work of the St. 
Matthews Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
“I just couldn’t fault those 
people the way they stood in 
there, taking a chance, not 
backing off an inch,” he said. 
 
“I’m sure people standing 
around feeling helpless might 
have thought things were slow. 
But I’m just not competent to 
judge what’s good or bad 
about fighting a fire. From 
what I saw, I thought the fire-
men did a good job, a better 
job than we thought at the 
time.” 
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Comments from Alumni of Greathouse:    Greathouse 
 

At Greathouse, I was in Mrs. Sim's first grade class and Mrs. Edward's third grad class.  Does anyone remember who taught 
the second grade at Greathouse - I think it may have been a man.                                   Betsy  
 
I also had Mrs. Smith in second grade at Greathouse. I was very tiny little girl and remember thinking how beautiful and 
young she was. I really thought she was great. Of course I am only 5 ft. 1 inches now, as for rest of my grades , can only 
remember being in those portable classrooms behind the school....felt so trapped out there!!!  I also have photos of being in 
the SMEL GROUP myself.. these photos include me, Ann Gregg, Phyllis Fust, Carol Vollmer, Sandy Nichol, Howie Hat-
ton, Kenny Lewis, Ralph Zehnder, Sandy Bridges, Carol Waford, Sheri Bennett, Karen Carter, Tommy Surber.        Betty  
 
Hello everybody, I've been reading the traffic for a couple of days now and saw several items I wanted to comment on. I was 
an alumnus of the kindergarten in the St. Matthews Armory--graduated in 1949 I guess along with some of you. I have the 
picture and diploma to prove it, but I hadn't thought of that in years! I went to Greathouse in 1st grade (Miss Stroud) and in 
6th grade (Mrs. Becker). I went to Anchorage School in grades 2-5 because my mother taught there.. 
 
I was also a SMEL product, and I guess relatively unscathed by the experience. I had Miss Nectar Kazanjian for 7th grade 
along with Howie Hatton, Kenny Lewis, Anne Riley, Carolyn Roe, and numerous others. Howie, how did you remember 
how to spell her name?! Miss Vincent was our SMEL teacher in 8th grade and classmates included John Thompson, Don 
Smith, Sam McDonald, Scheri Bennett, Dottie Oyler, Martha Kounz, etc. ( I could name lots more with benefit of H. S. 
Yearbook. Ray had a good idea). I am probably somewhere in that picture of the glee club directed by Mrs. West that Ray 
mentioned. 
 
Except I don't remember the DMZ between St. Matthews Elementary and Waggener as a lush green field. Seems to me it 
often was a muddy swamp. I used to cut across it walking from my home on Brown's Lane to Waggener (on those 
rare days when I didn't get a ride with one of you--Sandy Nichol was one of my favorite chauffeurs!) We also used to run 
across that field carrying equipment enroute from the locker room to the football practice area. Howie Hatton, Woody Ax-
ton, et.al will remember that fondly.                              Gordon  
 
I was in your mother's class in third grade at Greathouse.  (or was it Lyndon?)  While she will most likely not remember me, 
I remember her fondly.   She was, as I remember, firm but kind, and had high expectations of her  students.  I hope she is 
doing well.  I had the distinction of attending Greathouse for a year or so, then being bused to Lyndon, then back to 
Greathouse for 4 thru 6, then on to St Matthews Elementary for 7 and 8.  We actually lived across from Waggener on Hub-
bards  Lane until 1956, when we moved several blocks to Fairmeade Rd.           Dave   
 
John Thompson was/is an amazing talent. Besides being a straight A (E) student, he was a terrific artist. The Ky Model 
Shop held an annual window decorating contest at Halloween which John won at least once. (I was still 
trying to color within the lines.) John's middle name was Huxley. His mother was a Huxley of the "Brave New World" Hu 
leys. 
 

This is not to mention his Ricky Nelson look-a-like good looks. 
 

I considered John one of my best friends at Greathouse, but it was very difficult at times not to be jealous of his immense 
talents.        Ray 
 
I was in one of the portables at Greathouse -- 5th grade, I'd guess -- all I can remember about them is that was the year eve-
ryone seemed certain the Russians would drop an atomic bomb on Louisville (as well as other places, I presume -- but 
L'ville was the only thing I worried about) -- and we practiced "bomb drills" where we got under our desks -- like under a 
student desk in a portable building would protect you from an A-bomb blast!!! Scared me though!                   Fidele  
 
I remember the bomb drills too and I remember my parents putting a box of canned goods, water and dog food down in the 
basement in case something ever happened. Do you remember those intense DODGE BALL games and the area outside the 
cafeteria that led to the recess/playground and that inverted "U" shaped apparatus that we put our sweaters around so we 
wouldn't hurt our legs, then got up on "That Thing" and spun around? What were we thinking? I remember it was very im-
portant to be good on "That Thing"!! Wow, my brain hurts!!                                            Ann  
 
I remember dodge-ball (seems like it was up against a brick wall -- ????) better than the spin thing -- also remember hanging 
from the monkey bars until my arms ached. 
 
Also remember that 6th grade was with Mr. Mohr on the 3rd floor -- we made a relief map of Italy & got our pictures in the 
"Voice of St. Matthews" for it (big time fame there!) -- for some insane reason a bunch of us threw our shoes (were we in 
Weejuns yet?) out the 3rd floor window -- and one of our classmates actually had a BRA! -- Ever notice how disjointed 
memories become -- so much for learning experiences of the 6th grade at Greathouse! 
 
Fidele  
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Comments from Alumni of Greathouse:    Greathouse 
 

And speaking of Greathouse memories, I had Ms. Burton for the fourth grade. She was on the second floor then, and that 
was the year that we had to eat the sugar cube with the polio vaccine on it. That was the same year that she had, I think it 
was Tood Hoon and I, paint a mural for spring to go on her front bulletin board. We spent two weeks in the hall painting. 
I'm sure she expected flowers, birds, trees, and little animals. Instead she got a speedboat race on the Ohio! 
 
Hope to see you soon.                                Ron 
 
The original jumper from the second floor of Greathouse was I believe Brad Arterburn ('60). He had just received a pair of 
paratrooper boots from a relative as a gift. Sadly enough his LZ (landing zone) was right outside Mr. Farmers office win-
dow. This ended another great hobby.                        George  
 
Window jumping:  George, I was there and can confirm the Brad Arterburn story. I think there were very few of us who 
went from first grade at Greathouse to graduate at Waggener, with no Stivers or any other school in between. 
Perhaps the reunion could list the "Alpha Omegas" who did all 12 at only 2 schools. 
 

Since people remember cars, how about Mr. Farmer's? It was a beige & burgundy 1951 or 52 Pontiac. Chief Pontiac's head 
lit up on the hood when the lights were on. Quite sporty. 
 

As a patrol boy, I stood on the corner where cars entered the drop-off driveway and as a pastime, I learned to identify every 
make and model, using Popular Mechanics as a major source.                  Claude  
 
There was no "middle school" for alpha-omegas of 1960. We went from 6th grade at Greathouse, to 7th grade at Waggener, 
the opening year of 1954. In the 9th grade, we were the "seniors" and every year after Waggener added one more grade, so 
we were "seniors" in 10th, 11th, 12th grade (sophomore, junior, senior years to others) 
 
Because Waggener was not large enough to hold all the 7th and 8th grade classes, a good portion of us went to Waggener 
Annex (St. Matthews Elementary) (SMEL). We were "chosen" to go to SMEL because we lived close enough to walk to 
school and therefore they wouldn't have the hassle of all those buses over at SMEL.                           Ray 
 
Dearest Classmates!!  If any of you were "Alpha Omegas" meaning you went from Greathouse Elementary School from 
grades 1 through 6 and then DIRECTLY to Mayme S. Waggener Junior High without stopping at St. Matthews Elementary 
or Stivers, or passing "Go" ( JOKE) ,please let me know. We are starting an ALPHA OMEGA file. Maries idea and a good 
one before we are hit with Al's Hammer as Sandy Thomas would say.               Ann  
 
Larry,  You are probably one of the few that remembers those real early YMCA days at  Greathouse....can you remember 
the mans name that ran it back then? I think  his first name was Ed, he was great. I remember boxing a lot at the summer  
camps at Greathouse. Kit Georgehead and I had some real tough matches...I  can still remember my arms wanting to drop 
off my shoulders from the weight of the gloves after several rounds. I've often asked Linda if she remembered  the 'gimp' 
stuff we used to make at the Y summer camp. I have said more than  once " I'd go back and live it all over....the same way, 
no changes...it  would be hard to improve"  I had a Harley 165 and if I never thanked you for the parking spot......Thank  
you!  I hope this finds you well.                                  Denny 
 
Ok everyone, why did Greathouse give out blue, trimmed in gold letter G's.  I have two of them and the only place I could 
have gotten them was Greathouse, but for the life of me I can't remember what I did to earn them.  Why were they given 
out?  Could it have been for chorus?  I know it wasn't for jumping out the window.   Who's got an idea?         Judy 
 
I was in the Safety Patrol and still have my award given out by the Louisville Automobile Club and signed by Mr. Farmer 
dated 5-23-1955. Memories are coming back.                                                 Judy 
 
Ray, You can't be serious about the shelf location of the Doolittle books -- that would be scary. I thought I was doing well to 
remember the location of the library. 
 

Another Greathouse library memory -- they allowed a student the great honor of sitting at a little desk near the library door, 
date stamp and ink pad at hand, and stamping each kid's card with the due date as they checked books out. (Don't remember 
if they trusted us to actually set the date on the stamper.) I got to do that at least once -- what a thrill! It took so little to en-
tice us when we were eight years old. Maybe that's why a lot of these emails are tending to the early years -- so many little 
things we took such great pleasure in.                           Bill 
 
Trent, I was going to chastise you for your participation in the Greathouse 6th grade reminiscence since you were at Stivers 
with me, but you were talking about the 3rd grade, our last year there. I do remember Sadie Stinson, though, and now that 
I'm a librarian, it's even funnier. I am, however, in an elementary school, so I subscribe to things like Ranger Rick and Na-
tional Geographic World, not the REAL National Geographic. I have enjoyed reading everyone's input about next month. 
Hope I can get there. Don't know yet.                         Sharon  
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Waggener High school Alumni Comments:   Greathouse 
 

 
Yes, they were "Portables"!  I was in 6th grade with Miss Mathis in the one parallel to the street. Do you want to read a RE-
ALLY amazing story, classmates????  Someone donated an enormous quantity of National Geographic's to Miss Mathis' 
class.  She picked me (least likely to be corrupted???) to go through each one and tear out all the pictures of the naked Afri-
cans!!!  I spent one entire week in the back of the classroom, exempt from class work, while I removed all the "dirty" pic-
tures.  My children (28 & 31) still don't believe this story!  
 
What a work out struggling to remember  Greathouse School, yikes. "THE PORTABLES"...does that strike a fond memory  
in the pit of anyone's stomach? I think that is what we called those extra  building to the right-rear as you entered the front of 
the school?? Any help  in this area would be great.  
 
Several jumped. I can vaguely recall doing it with a group of others in the third grade. Had to have been a low window since 
I was such a shrimp; At recess of course and when we thought no one was looking. The purging of the naked Africans 
brought to mind a Waggener librarian named Sadie Stinson who went through all the anatomy books and removed the pages 
from the sections on reproductive system and also blackened a few lines in the big dictionary when she found the leather 
jacket crowd looking up the "big words" for their scatological and sexual expletives. That's probably all some of them 
learned. Some days at WHS were just plain weird. Any one remember the infamous lunch room boycott?    Trent 
 
NO -- NO -- NO -- threw the shoes -- not the bra! The rest of us were just envious (and a little curious) that someone had a 
real bra in the 6th grade -- nothing unusual now, but back then it was really something -- we all wanted one, but had no need 
-- then, in college, had need, but no want -- go figure! 
 
PLEASE tell me I'm not so addled that I said bras were flying out the 3rd floor window of Greathouse! 
 
I remember well Mrs. Scott's morning ritual in the 1st grade at Greathouse: We sang Good Morning to her, then My County 
tis of Thee, had a scripture reading , recited the Pledge to the flag and counted each star and stripe and were told the signifi-
cance of each color. Then began a day of learning. Its too bad not everyone has had a teacher that could "warp" them that 
way.        Trent 
 
And when you said the Pledge in the first grade, it did not include the words "under God". How did we ever sur-
vive?    Steve 
 
I always found it interesting that even though the "Under God" was added later, there was no coma placed between the "One 
Nation" and the "Under God." It is written as one phrase "One Nation Under God" which is not the way most people say it. 
If I remember correctly, the authors had no intention of having the two separated.               Ron  
 
I had 3rd grade at Greathouse in a portable - can remember doing the "duck & cover" (guess that's what it was called) bomb 
drills in there -- like being under a desk in a portable classroom would keep us safe from an atomic bomb!  I was there the 
year after you - not in your class - but yes - there was at least one trailer/portable at Greathouse.   Fidele '62 
 
There were two wonderful portables out there.  I was there the year before Mike.  I remember the stoves and the eating chart 
with the eggs, bacon and milk!  That chart about drove my mother crazy fixing a full breakfast every morning so I could get 
my star on the chart.  I also remember having to start printing again.  I transferred from the city school system in the third 
grade and we had to learn cursive in the second grade.  In the winter, it was fun going to lunch and the restrooms in the main 
building. 
  
The best use for the portables was in the summer when the YMCA had their program in there.   Ron  '60 
 
Original Greathouse school was large clapboard structure which sat approximately where the later Sears building was built 
NW corner of Shelbyville Rd. and Thierman Ln. Not sure construction date. After the school was moved to the new brick 
building we're familiar with the old wood structure was converted to apartments I believe before being torn down for Sears. 
Larry  '60 
 
I'm sure some of you are aware of this, but for those who aren't, there's a fascinating book entitled "St. Matthews: The Cross-
roads of Beargrass" by Samuel W. Thomas that chronicles our little town from pioneer days to about 1999.  It was pub-
lished in 1999 by the Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society, which I believe has its offices in our old Greathouse 
School.  
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The large format book has information about the first Greathouse built in 1915, and ours, built in 1939, plus 224 pages of 
text and photos covering everything you'd want to know about the area -- development of businesses, neighborhoods, 
churches, etc., etc.  It has wonderful aerial photos of the town as it evolved from potato farms to suburban community. If 
you really want to delve into the details of St. Matthews' history, I would highly recommend it.     Bill  '61 
 
My mother let me borrow her little reunion book from 1991. She graduated from the 8th grade in 1936. I thought I'd list her 
classmates who attended the reunion to see if anyone recognizes any of the names. 
  
Jimmy Lord, Alfred Rauh, Florence Carson Pierce, Phillip Kline, George Drescher, Ace Parker, Alice Grubb Sullivan, Kay 
Taylor, George Stringer, Bobbie Chic, Norma Callier, Lib Miller and of course my mother, Priscilla Bedwell.      Dick ' 61 
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